1856. " We have more than once in the pages of this Journal called the attention of our readers to the symptoms of the malady which, under the name of leprosy, once pervaded the whole of Europe, but at the present day is confined to a few distant and limited districts in the north, and to some of the Mediterranean shores.
Our notices above referred to have been almost entirely confined to the symptomatology and pathology of the disease; on the present occasion we seek, through the documents now before us, to determine its causes, and the circumstances that favour or are opposed to its development.
In the fifteenth century leprosy prevailed over all Europe, but from that period it gradually declined, receding before the advancing civilization and the improvements in the condition of the poor, until, in most places, it entirely disappeared. In England it has probably been unknown for the last two hundred, or even three hundred years ? in Scotland, where much less change took place in the habits of the people, it lingered to a period within the memory of persons yet living. Professor Simpson has shown that it was not extinct in Shetland till the close of the last century, for in 1798 a well-marked case of tubercular leprosy from Shetland was observed by Dr. John Thompson in the Edinburgh Infirmary. In Germany, and in the greater part of France and Italy, the leprosy seems to have ceased, or nearly ceased, its ravages about the same time as in England, for the funds of the leper-houses were withdrawn by the different Governments in the middle of the sixteenth century. In Germany it may now be said to be extinct; in France a few isolated cases are yet to be found, chiefly in the neighbourhood of Marseilles, in Rousillon, and in In the centre of the floor is a species of hearth, formed of stones, with slabs on the sides to prevent the fire from falling out. There is no chimney, but merely a hole in the roof to allow the smoke to escape. In this contracted space these twenty men cook, and cat, and sleep, and dry their clothes. Cleanliness is never thought of, the floor is never swept, but all sorts of filth are allowed to accumulate upon it." (p. 15.) Of the insufficient food of the peasantry at all times it is unnecessary here to speak; but we may be allowed to make another short extract from Dr. Danielssen's admirable little pamphlet, relative to the mode of preparing fish, especially herrings, which form so large a proportion of the daily nourishment of the maritime population : " Herrings arc generally used in a salted state, rarely, if ever, are they eaten fresh. But the greater part of these salted herrings are exceedingly ill prepared for the table. The peasant of the western coast is so little delicate about this article of food, which forms so large a proportion of his daily sustenance, that he often devours the herring in a putrid state. Where the herring fishery happens to be in localities where assistance is not at hand, such as is often the case to the north of Bergen, a large number of the herrings are thrown on shore, and are left there for many days waiting for purchasers. Should these not appear, or should they refuse to take the fish 011 the ground of their being old and stale, the peasant then appropriates them to his own use, and, adding a small quantity of salt to the half-rotten herrings, he conveys them home. After the lapse of some weeks these herrings arc, in a manner, pickled? that is to say, they are sour (half rotten), and then they become the daily food of the whole family. Each week until they arc consumed they become more and more decayed, but nevertheless the nauseous food is eaten till not a herring is left. Nay, so constant is this hateful custom among the peasantry, that they will not touch fresh fish, but prefer to leave it for some days, until incipient decay gives it a zest for their coarse palates. " (p. 10.) Throughout the whole of Norway, as we can vouch from personal 
